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Miracle, our little 11 year old Spanish Mustang 
standing approximately 14 hands high, was introduced 
to the herd, farm and riders last August.  He sports an 
uncommon colored coat – GRULLO (pronounced 
Grew-Yo), which originates from a Spanish term 
meaning slate-grey crane. 
Many of our riders love Miracle because of his small 
and approachable stature and Miracle shares the love 

back!  He has gotten quite used to all of the attention and 
is a favorite of our “not-so-tall” side walkers!  One of his 
several characteristics is a very sassy “runway” walk 
when he picks up the pace.  This little strut offers a 
smooth seat to the rider.  He also has a tendency to put 
his ears back, but to this day we have not found a mean 
bone in his body…so please, when you see Miracle’s 
ears back, don’t take offense…it is just his physical 
makeup. 
Miracle has great fun playing tag with Prophet and 
Shadow – truly a sight to behold!  And he has been an 
exceptionally quick learner in the ways of being a great 
Therapeutic Horse.  We are thrilled and blessed to have 
him as part of our team at Rising Hope Farms. 
A little history on Miracle’s breed…Spanish Mustangs 
were brought to America on Columbus’ second voyage 
to the new world.  These magnificent horses are a direct 
remnant of the horses that are mostly or wholly extinct 
now in Spain and were saved by Ferdinand L. Brislawn 
and his brother Robert E. Brislawn of Oshoto, 
Wyoming, who founded the Spanish Mustang Registry, 
Inc. in 1957.  Lewis and Clark received Spanish 
Mustangs from the Shoshoni as gifts, and said they owed 
much of the success of their expedition to the tough 
horses.  Miracle’s genetic strain in part has 31.25% 
Brislawn Foundation and 6.25% Shoshoni Indian. 
Spanish Mustang’s are remarkably hardy animals and 
tend to be less prone to injury, particularly of the legs 
and feet, than other breeds.  They are known for their 
stamina and hardiness.  The US Army switched to using 
them while fighting Indians in the American West after 
discovering that their own horses were not able to match 
the western-bred ponies ridden by the Indians.  Today, 
the breed is still know for its long-distance ability, and is 
ridden by many endurance riders. 
 
Mirace, from Psalm 77:14:  You are the God who 
performs miracles; you display your power among the 
peoples. 
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Zoe is an animal lover…has been since day one.  She has 
always had a special connection with animals.  I guess it is 
her gentle nature and her kind ways.  They seem to be drawn 
to her.  So when she expressed an interest in learning to ride, 
I was excited.  I knew this would be a great opportunity to 
introduce her to a hobby that she could enjoy for the rest of 
her life.  So I set out to find someone who could teach her to 
ride safely and confidently, which I thought would be easy.  
Turns out it wasn’t. 

Zoe was born with only a right hand.  Since she was born 
this way, it has never been an obstacle for her.  She has 
adapted well and uses the elbow on her left arm much like 
most of us use our hand.  In fact, it is such common place for 
us, we forget others see her as handicapped.  I never have 
and never will…but some of the riding instructors I talked 
with did.  Most felt uncomfortable teaching her and some 
just wouldn’t even return my calls.  I was frustrated and sort 
of placed the issue on the back burner for a while, hoping I 
would find someone eventually.  

Then one day I was eating lunch at a local restaurant and saw 
a flyer for Rising Hope Farms.  I was so excited that I 
emailed Gail that day.  She emailed me back right away and 
said that Zoe would be welcome to join for the upcoming 
sessions.  I’ll never forget the look in Zoe’s eyes when I told 
her…she was thrilled!  We attended the open house soon 
after and I knew I had Zoe in the perfect place.  The smiles 
of the volunteers, the gentle horses, the welcoming arms of 
the Wartners…how blessed we were to have found this 
place.   

Since beginning her sessions, Zoe has blossomed.  She has a 
newfound level of confidence that I have never seen before.  
She is very proud of all she has accomplished and has 
become my little “cowgirl”.  She loves to tell anyone who 
will listen about the horses and all the things she has learned.  
She has come a long way from the first day…she was 
admittedly a little intimidated.  But once she realized that this 
was something she could accomplish, she has met each 
challenge head on.  To see her ride and smile brings joy to 
my heart.   

 

. 

Rock Barn Gold Club is hosting the 
Greater Hickory Classic golf 

tournament June 6th – 12th.  If tickets 
are ordered and our charity is 

checked, then we get 100% of ticket 
sales.  Please spread the word to 
people who will be going to the 

tournament and ask them to check 
our charity! 

Rider of the Month: 
Zoe Robinson 

Jill Hamrick 

Zoe with her favorite horse, Shadow. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteer of the Month: 
Rachel Pasco 

Rachel Pasco is our volunteer of the month.  She is a 
member of the Rising Hope Farms Board of Directors.  
Rachel’s ministry to our board of directors is financial 
director and consultant.  She is also in overseeing and 
directs our Farm Festival each year.  Besides all those 
responsibilities, she also is Volunteer Coordinator of 
our Saturday morning Therapeutic Riding program.  If 
all that is not enough, she has taken a grant-writing 
course to assist Rising Hope in receiving much needed 
finances to keep all bills paid.   And even above all 
that, she is in the process of achieving her certification 
from the North American Riding for the Handicap 
Association as a trained riding instructor.  She does all 
these duty while working full time for Therapy 
Services of Hickory.   
Rachel is married to Anthony Pasco who also is a 
volunteer on Saturdays at Rising Hope Farms.  Now 
enough about the many responsibilities of Rachel and 
now let focus on who she is as a child of God.  When 
Rachel enters the barn, everyone is aware of her 
presence because she greets everyone with her warm 
smile and out stretched arms.  Yes, everyone gets a 
strong hug from her, even the horses.  She successfully 
brings everyone’s disposition up a notch.   
 
 
All that spills over to a warm, friendly, and loving 
attitude toward the children as they arrive because they 
also are privileged to her smiles and hugs.   
Her focus is to keep the riders safe and to make sure 
she sees a smile on their faces before the end of their 
riding sessions.  She always asks the riders about the 
highs and lows of their week and is genuinely 
concerned about their well-being.  I trust Rachel 
immensely with all aspects of the riding programs at 
Rising Hope Farms.  She is a huge help to me and is 
always available to be an aide to anyone in need.  
Rising Hope Farms is privileged and thankful to God 
for bringing her to us as an intricate part of our 
ministries. 
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 Farm Festival 

September 17, 2011 

Remaining Sessions for 2011: 
Session 2:  May 30th – July 16th 

(will be closed June 8th) 
 

Session 3:  July 25th – September 10th 

 
Session 4:  September 19th – November 5th 

 

 

Riders will do demonstrations while parents 

and guardians share testimonies.  We also ask 

parents and guardians to help find vendors 

and/or donators/contributors for this special 

day. 

 

ATTENTION VOLUNTEERS : 

We are looking for committed volunteers & 

parents of volunteers to help man some of the 

booths we have planned for this year’s Farm 

Festival - please see the sign-up sheet ~ we are 

looking to have this event be better than last 

year!  If you know anyone interested in being a 

vendor, please have them contact Rachel at 

anraco@earthlink.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On June 25th, Rising Hope Farms 
will be honored at the Crawdad's 
game - let Gail or Rachel know if 

you would like to attend.  Admission 
will be free for us that night! 

Attention: 
 

Beginning June 12th, we will add another 
session on Wednesday mornings from 

8am-11am.  It will be much cooler at that 
time, so if anyone would like to move their 
rider to the morning session, email Gail at 

gailwartner@bellsouth.net.  
 


