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Mark Your Calendars

We did it!

Week closed:
August 28th - September 3rd

After raising money
through our Matching
Funds Campaign we have
been able to order the lift
for our riders. It should be
installed within the next
couple of weeks.

End of year horse shows:
Tuesday, Nov. 6th
Wednesday, Nov. 7th
Saturday, Nov. 10th

Thank you for all your donations!

Volunteer Dinner:
Sept. 15th- FUMC Conover
Pastor's Open House
On August 25th from 8-11am
we are inviting Pastors from
neighboring churches to visit &
to see what RHF is all about.
Invite your Pastor & let us
know if you'd like to help out
with this event.

What's going on at RHF?
Updates from the Board of Directors:
RHF purchased an AED (automated external defibrillator)
from the Claremont Rescue Squad, and it is located in the
volunteer room.
We are still trying to raise money for paving around the
front of arena.
RHF is sponsoring two camps this month:
1. Children's Advocacy and Protection Center
2. Catawba County Hospice - Children & Teens Program

From the Horse's Mouth...

Heaven

My name is Heaven and I am a Clydesdale – you know, like the Budweiser
horses. I have been a Rising Hope Farms partner for about 10 years. I
usually work with the veterans but have had many children ride me over
the years. My expertise is in pulling...a carriage, wagon or whatever. When
I hear the laughter of children I like to pick up my large hooves even higher
and just prance my way down the path. My hooves are the actually the
size of dinner plates! When I am led into the arena, I can hear the awes of
the people. Some are afraid of me because of my size, but I am very
gentle. My best friend is Balaam the donkey. I love to eat, and Balaam is
the only one that I will share my food with. I love the winter cold. I have
asthma, so it’s difficult for me to breath in the humid summer weather plus
my big pink nose gets sunburned. I am about 18 years old now – but who's
counting. I love for the volunteers to groom me and the children to rub my
nose.

Get to know a RIDER

Mary

02

Mary, age 20, is a rising junior at Bandy’s High School in their cluster
class. She has been coming to Rising Hope for 3 years now. Being
born with Down Syndrome, Mary experienced a rare phenomenon in
middle school known as Down Syndrome Disintegrative Disorder. Her
neurology team tried many interventions and medications to help Mary
regain basic skills that she lost. At Rising Hope, Mary miraculously
concentrates on the therapeutic activities that’s she’s given, and
completes them with confidence. The first time Mary tried to mount a
horse here, she was hesitant and uncertain, but once she finally sat
up in the saddle, she became calm and self-assured, and has loved
participating ever since that first day. Fox News Rising featured a
segment on Rising Hope Farms in March of this year. Mary and her
dad, Greg, were honored to represent riders and their parents, along
with director Gail Wartner, in an effort to recruit volunteers. In addition
to horseback riding, Mary enjoys swimming, going to the library, and
worshiping at Bethel United Methodist church with her parents and
grandparents. Mary and her family owe a tremendous debt of gratitude
to Rising Hope volunteers for their devotion to helping people with all
sorts of special needs..

Spotlight on a VOLUNTEER

Wendy Williams started volunteering at Rising Hope Farms at
the beginning of our 2017 season. Wendy retired from Sonoco
Products Company after 26 years as a Sales Account Manager.
While traveling all over the US, Wendy heard a program on a
christian radio station talking about a therapeutic riding
program in Colorado and wished she could get involved with
something like that. When she retired, she and her husband
relocated here to Claremont. One day she was passing by the
farm and saw the RHF sign asking for volunteers. Right then
she knew that God had called her to this ministry. She is now a
Riding Instructor in Training. Wendy says that she loves how
God uses this ministry....the instructors, volunteers, and horses to make such a difference in
the riders' lives.She echos the sentiments of many other volunteers and says, "I get far more
from volunteering than I give."

Wendy

A Special Message from Wendy...

"I just want to thank everyone involved with Rising Hope Farms for the love and caring that was shown to me
when I was diagnosed with cancer and while going through my treatments. You will never know how much your
thoughtfulness and prayers meant. Even my husband was overwhelmed and touched by all that was done. I am
just so thankful to be part of this family at Rising Hope Farms. Thank you, again, and God Bless!"

We really need our fence painted. If you know any groups
looking to volunteer & work for a few hours, let Gail know!
Stay Informed about RHF news...
Visit our website @ http://www.RisingHopeFarms.com &
Please make sure to follow us on Facebook.

